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“We see that the theory of probability is at bottom only
common sense reduced to calculation; it makes us appreciate
with exactitude what reasonable minds feel by a sort of in-
stinct, often without being able to account for it. --- It is
remarkable that this science, which originated in the con-
sideration of games of chance, should have become the most
important object of human knowledge. - - - The most impor-
tant questions of life are, for the most part, really only prob-
lems of probability.” --- In fact, the enlightened individual
had learned to ask not “Is it so?” but rather “What is the
probability that it is so?”
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